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LAND SETTLEMENT IN THE SOUTH BURNETT 
[By J. F. F. REID] 
(Read at a meeting of the Historical Society of 
Queensland on March 23, 1944) 
Some years ago at Thurso, Caithness, in the North 
of Scotland, I had the good fortune to renew acquaint-
ance with Dr. E. E. Morrison, M.A., of Bonnytown, 
Strathvithie, Fifeshire, who was a member of the 
Scottish Agricultural Commission which visited Aus-
tralia in 1910. RecaUing his experiences, of which, 
even after such a lengthy lapse of time he had ob-
viously a very clear recollection, he told me that of 
all the agricultural districts—either settled or in 
course of development—^he had seen while travelling 
with the Commission in Australia none had impressed 
him more with its potential wealth than the region 
between Kilkivan and Kingaroy in Queensland. 
The South Burnett district, as an agricultural 
area, was then only in its infancy; but the richness 
of its soils, the wide extent of good country, its timber 
and its pastoral wealth and, in Dr. Morrison's words 
as a shrewd observer, the "high value of the personal 
equation so obvious among the pioneer settlers," 
formed the basis of a great rural industrial future. 
The promise of those early days ripened rapidly into 
fulfilment, and to-day the South Burnett is one of 
the most productive and progressive provinces in the 
Australian Commonwealth. 
Speaking of Wondai particularly. Dr. Morrison 
remembered it for the fact that on the day of the 
arrival of the Scottish Commission in that centre— 
a very small village at that time and overshadowed 
to some extent by Murgon and Kingaroy—the visitors 
were presented with a copy of the first issue of the 
"Wondai Times." This striking manifestation of faith 
in a township then barely five years old impressed the 
Commission not a little and I, as an ex-editor of the 
paper, was able to tell our erstwhile visitor from Scot-
land that not only had the "Times" survived, but it 
had thrived and continued to thrive with its very 
young contemporaries, "The Kingaroy Herald" at 
Kingaroy and "The Nanango News" at Nanango as 
among the progressive influences which helped very 
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materially to make the district they served, and a 
fine example of the virility of the Queensland country 
press which then actually was a "country press" and 
not a mere echo of city vested interests. "The Wondai 
Times" has since become the "South Burnett Times" 
and it remains a virile organ of expression of the rural 
viewpoint—one of the few country papers which has 
an independent outlook and the courage of its own 
opinions. "The Nanango News" has since become 
merged with "The Kingaroy Herald." 
Gateway to South Burnett 
Although not exactly in the South Burnett proper, 
Kilkivan, once the railhead for the new line that was 
pushing out from the main northern trunk line from 
Brisbane into the untapped timber lands beyond Kin-
bombi, may be regarded as the gateway to the South 
Burnett district, for apart from its mining activities, 
more or less contemporaneous with those of Gympie, 
its more recent history is much the same as that of 
the newer towns which came into being when the 
railway went through to Kingaroy. 
The beginnings of Kilkivan go back to 1869, a 
year after Nash's discovery of gold at Gympie. It was 
then a small mining camp, but it developed gradually 
as further mineral discoveries were made, though not 
fully exploited, into a pastoral township tucked away 
snugly in a mountainous environment at the base and 
in the morning shadow of Boo Boo, a pyramidal peak 
which dominates the immediate landscape and forms 
an interesting feature of the district. Anyone who 
has the energy, as I once had myself as guide to a 
party of distinguished visitors, to climb to its summit, 
will be rewarded with a panoramic view which has 
few equals in southern Queensland. 
Kilkivan is a pleasant place to live in if one has 
an appreciation of unspoilt rural Queensland at its 
best and where cricket is still regarded as a greater 
game than golf. Many interesting stories could be 
told of life in Kilkivan and the surrounding district 
thirty to forty years ago, and earlier than that when 
the gold fever was at its top temperature. 
Pastoral and Mining Pioneers 
From an historical point of view, no mention of 
KUkivan would be complete wdthout a reference to its 
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mining pioneers, of whom, unfortunately, few records 
are available, or to its pastoral pioneers, among whom 
are the Mactaggarts of Kilkivan Station. 
On a hill top near the homestead, the first of the 
Mactaggarts was buried. As a mining centre, Kil-
kivan's chief importance to-day lies in the fact that 
Australia's one mercury mine is at Cinnabar, a few 
miles along the line toward Goomeri. 
In the very early days of closer agricultural 
settlement, Kilkivan was, for a time, the railhead to 
which supplies were delivered to the new settlers 
around Wondai and Tingoora. 
Goomeri is one of the newer townships in the 
Lower Burnett proper, being south of the Kinbombi 
Range, the divide in that region between the Mary 
and Burnett waters. As a temporary railhead, when 
the Kilkivan line was being extended to Kingaroy, it 
had some passing importance as the railing centre for 
cattle from the surrounding district. Among the old 
station properties from which cattle were consigned 
are Kinbombi, owned at that time by the late J. C 
Mayne; Weivehurst, a small horse station owned by 
the late Mr. Flemmich; Barambah, the late Mr. Isaac 
Moore's very fine property; Boonara, owned by 
Llewellyn Jones, a member of a family whose name is 
great in the pastoral history of the Burnett; Ettrick-
dale, and Boonimba, the properties of the Grieve 
family; Cllloyne, Mrs. Lawless Pyne's place; Boubyjan 
and Windera, owned by the Lawless family of whom 
Messrs. J. P. and Burnett Lawless are among those 
who made pastoral history in the Burnett; and the 
late Mr. Dickson's place, Keeavie. 
As an agricultural settlement centre, Goomeri's 
real history began in 1912 with the sale of the Boonara 
freehold consisting largely of fertile alluvial flats now 
regarded as some of the best lucerne growing land in 
the State. Goomeri is now a thriving agricultural, 
dairying and timber centre. The pine forests of 
Manumbar supply the local logging industry. 
Murgon a Modem Town 
About twelve miles towards Kingaroy is the im-
portant railway junction—Murgon—which, when I first 
knew it, not quite forty years ago, was merely a 
small railway siding and a timber-getters' cottage in 
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the centre of a rather elevated stretch of sweetly-
grassed silver-leaf ironbark forest country, backed to 
the west and north by dense vine jungle extending to 
Boat Mountain and the red soil tableland to the west 
of the mountain. A few pioneer farmers' homes in 
the background were separated by vast tracts of virgin 
scrub. Murgon to-day is among the more modern of 
Queensland country towns in point of general pro-
gressiveness and social amenities. Bitumen roads 
radiate to remote farm centres. Its streets are electric-
ally lit. It has its golf links and its aerodrome and, 
before the war, its aviation club. It has its High 
School, its Convent School and its Rural School as 
evidences of cultural progress. "Its public institutions 
and organisations are animated by the same progres-
sive spirit as that possessed by its agricultural and 
business pioneers, to whom the town itself has some 
material monuments. Since the establishment of its 
butter factory—of which the original plant was trans-
ferred from Tiaro, near Maryborough, about 1911— 
round about £12 millions worth of cream has been 
taken from the rich surrounding dairy pastures. 
Its agricultural wealth is equally impressive, and 
among district farmers are men whose names are 
known and appreciated in every show ring in the 
eastern States of the Commonwealth. 
New Settler's Experiences 
It was at Murgon, as a young man, that I first 
drove in my own tent pegs, and one's own experiences 
as a new settler remain vividly in mind. The thrill 
of the Land Commissioner's "Accepted" when my 
card was the first drawn from the ballot box in the 
Gympie Land Court is still remembered. A landholder 
at last; it was scarcely believable! Backed by savings 
from one job or another—jackarooing, boundary-
riding and cane cutting and cane chipping and railway 
construction and maintenance work, a selection and a 
roll that a kangaroo dog couldn't jump over—well, 
what more could a young man want? 
Looking back, that roll couldn't have been much 
bulkier than a cigarette, yet with it and my broad 
acres of unimproved land—it was dense vine jungle 
with needlebrush undergrowth through which a snake 
could scarcely wriggle, and where it would break its 
neck in the rougher places—life stretched ahead as a 
316 
straight ribbon of road to a far horizon. But the road 
was nothing like the fanciful broad highway with the 
goal of achievement at the end of it. ActuaUy, every 
mile of it was as crooked as a dog's hind leg; there 
were bogs in the bottoms and rocky pinches on the 
steep rises. StiU and all, one wouldn't have missed the 
experiences, the friendships and everything else in 
the life of a pioneer settlement. 
From Gympie I set out to survey my newly-
acquired kingdom. When I dropped off the timber 
train at the siding, not another soul was in sight. 
Making camp was a pleasant pastime. At the first 
peep of the following .dawn, armed with a map, com-
pass, tucker and water bag,' I set out to look for my 
selection. Hours of route marching along snigging 
tracks and wallaby pads, taking a compass bearing 
now and again, I eventually located a corner of my 
kingdom—a recently cut shield on the trunk of a tree 
with the sap still oozing out of the surveyor's marks. 
On successive days, a "Black Kelly" axe, brush hook, 
flat flle, an oil stone, a small grindstone which weighed 
about half a hundredweight—it weighed about a ton 
When six miles out from the Siding I got to the top of 
the range—a pea rifle, tucker (including a small sack 
of oatmeal, a 71b. tin of flybog which I knew, during 
long days of scrub falling, would stick to your ribs 
like a bank to a security), camp equipment and the 
rest of my gear had to be carried on "footback" to the 
camp site six miles away from the railway line in the 
scrub-covered hills. From the corner peg to the es-
tablished farm is a long, long story. It was a man's 
job and a man's life with ear attuned to the song 
"that the need of man has sung from the soil at his 
feet." To-day, a fine herd (not mine!) is fattening on 
the slopes of my first clearing, hock deep in Rhodes 
grass pastures. 
My object in this short sketch of my own experi-
ences is to suggest it was typical of the experiences 
of most of the South Burnett pioneers who, starting 
on little capital besides their own character, have made 
the South Burnett what it is to-day. 
Wondai's Beginning 
Wondai had its beginnings as a township in 1902, 
when Kilkivan was the ration railhead for its first 
agricultural settlers and its timber teams. Murgon 
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settlement followed in 1904 and 1905. Since then 
Wondai has progressed steadily, but not so spectacu-
larly as Murgon and Kingaroy. In its tributary dis-
trict, some of the renowned dairy stock breeding farms 
are now established, including the largest stud of 
lUawarra milking shorthorns in Australia, from which, 
before the war, pedigreed cattle have been distributed 
to Java and as far away as India. Wondai district 
Friesian and Jersey herds also are renowned. In fact, 
in respect of dairy stock, the herds of the Lower Bur-
nett have achieved a position of pre-eminence. The 
town itself is representative of the general progress 
of the province, and included among its modern insti-
tutions are a fine and completely equipped public hos-
pital and a butter factory. A similar story of pro-
gress, relatively, can be told of the lesser centres— 
Tingoora, Wooroolin and Memerambi. 
Capital of a Province 
Kingaroy may be regarded to-day as the capital 
of the Lower Burnett. It is hardly believable that this 
thriving town with its bitumen-surfaced, electrically 
lit streets, modern buildings and industrial activity 
was less than 50 years ago a remote corner of a station 
paddock. And it is difficult to realise that, within the 
time of our own generation, dense vine jungle lands 
have been transformed into a well tilled territory, 
famed far and wide for the quality and the volume 
and the value of its dairying, agricultural, pastoral and 
timber production. While the embers of the camp fires 
of its pioneers are still warm, it seems incredible that 
the clearing, development and cultivation of such vast 
tracts of country between the Kinbombi Range and 
the Bunya Mountains is the work of a single genera-
tion of Queenslanders. 
From every main centre—Boonara, Murgon, 
Kingaroy and Nanango (now the railhead)—good 
roads radiate through rich, well cultivated farm lands. 
Air fields are features of the landscape, farms and 
towns are linked by telephone, and on every side are 
many evidences of great cultural and material advance-
ment. 
Those of us who may be counted as among the 
first of the pioneer agricultural settlers can still hear 
the ring of the axes telling of new conquests; can 
stUl smell the smoke of the first scrub "bum," and 
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can still hear the creak of bullock waggons, the dull 
jangle of iron bow on wooden yoke, and the clank of 
the dropped draught chains at the end of a long day. 
The sound of bullock bells, mellowed by distance, still 
comes up from hollows where the mists are forming 
and the grass is sweet; the earthy aroma of dew—wet 
dust—dust which will be churned to mud when the 
rains come—still mingles with the wood fire incense. 
We still sit on a camp log with a pipeful of tobacco 
(pre-war) waiting for the boiling of the beef and the 
baking of the charcoal tart, getting up now and again 
to put another shovelful of embers on the camp oven 
lid. We still see those fine women working shoulder 
to shoulder with their men, making their new homes— 
real homes—in the wilderness and giving their mates 
comradeship and affection and the faith which moves 
mountains. And we have seen the slab hut give place 
to the solid farm homestead, and from the 56-Mile Peg 
we have seen Kingaroy, the making of a modern city, 
grow. 
Some Early History 
With the pastoral development of the South Bur-
nett which goes back to the early forties of the last 
century—100 years ago—it is not my present inten-
tion to deal. For the purposes of this narrative, the 
year 1880—sixty-four years ago—is the datum point, 
for it was not until then that any signs of changes in 
the existing order of things became perceptible. 
At that time, a large part of the present Kingaroy 
Shire area could be located on an early map of the 
Taabinga run, one of the huge cattle stations of the 
pre-agricultural era. Taabinga Station when estab-
lished by the Haly Brothers, around 1850, comprised 
an area of 305^ square miles; it took in the whole of 
the Stuart River Watershed from the Bunya Moun-
tains to Home Creek, near Tingoora. Adjoining were 
Burrandowan Run on the north and west, Nanango 
Run on the south, and Barambah Run on the 
east. Haly Brothers held Taabinga for 25 years 
when it was acquired by Thomas Alford. It was 
originally a sheep property, like so many pioneer 
pastoral holdings of the Burnett, and the quality of its 
wool gained a high reputation. It was also famed for 
its blood horses. Gradually cattle replaced sheep and 
the Taabinga Shorthorn herd added to the fame of 
the holding. In 1878, Charles Markwell acquired from 
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the Crown 3,430 acres practically in the centre of the 
station, and his brother, Walter Markwell, similarly 
secured an adjoining area of 1875 acres. These blocks 
became freehold in 1883, and were known as the Kinga-
roy Paddock. 
Soon after the passing of the Lands Act of 1884, 
R. S. Brown selected Findowie, a 5,000 acre block, 
which was surveyed into smaUer holdings in 1912. His 
father, Charles Brown, and brother, "Thomas Brown, 
a little later selected Beiigrove, which afterwards be-
came the property of S. J. Staines, and TasweU's, which 
afterwards became the property of G. G. WUson. 
About this time, Gordonbrook was selected by Abel 
Pointon and Wyuna by H. Youngman. 'This evident 
demand for land prompted the Govemment of the day 
to halve the Taabinga Run, and 151 square miles were 
resumed in 1886, leaving T. Alford 154^ square miles. 
The resumption included the blocks already mentioned 
and Wooroolin and Gordonbrook down as far as Home 
Creek. In 1887, Arthur Youngman bought Taabinga 
Station and some years later, acquired Kingaroy Pad-
dock from the Markwells. 
With the increasing land hunger, more resump-
tions foUowed. In 1898, an area which now includes 
Memerambi was thrown open for selection, and a 
further resumption followed two years later. In 1902, 
Boonenne was opened for selection. Coolabunia and 
the Taabinga Village settlements were already estab-
lished, and, as far back as 1882, town allotments were 
sold at Booie. 
In 1892, a solitary hut, built by Dan Carroll below 
the scrub-crowned hill on the present Carroll holding, 
was the only sign that Kingaroy was inhabited. Even 
the so-called main road through Coolabunia, round Mt. 
Jones, past the property acquired subsequently by Tom 
Cleary and on to Home Creek, by-passed Kingaroy. 
After leaving Wittman's WeU, Coolabunia, the only 
other watering place was May's Well at the other end 
of the road, at which travellers were only too willing 
in those days to pay 6d. for a drink for themselves and 
their horses. 
In 1900, F. C Petersen, from Brisbane, opened a 
store a few miles out from the present Kingaroy site. 
To have a direct mail-bag, a name had to be given to 
the locality, and so it was caUed Edenvale. In 1901, 
Dan Carroll and his wife lived in the first house erected 
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on the site of Kingaroy, built for them by Ferdinand 
Seng. This cottage, I believe, still stands in Edward 
Street, Kingaroy. About that time, Kilkivan was the 
railhead, while Nanango, like Gayndah, one of the 
oldest towns in Queensland, remained the postal and 
business centre of the district. Maize and timber from 
the Coolabunia Scrub had to be hauled by horse and 
bullock teams to Kilkivan and railed to Maryborough. 
The development of the timber trade and the vast pine 
stands of the Lower Burnett aroused interest in the 
district. Timber-getters soon recognised the richness 
of the soils of the timber lands in which they were 
operating and were among the earliest of the land 
settlers. 
Then followed an agitation for railway extension, 
and when Wondai became the railhead of the Kilkivan 
Line in 1903, the agitation was intensified. Approval 
followed. F. C Petersen moved his store to Crawrford 
and, following the railway construction workers, 
opened the first store in Kingaroy on a site now known 
as MiUer's Comer, on 1st November 1904. Earher in 
the same year, the Carrollee Hotel was built for Dan 
Carroll. On December 19th, 1904, Kingaroy—then a 
one-store, one-house town—welcomed the whistle of 
the first train to steam into Kingaroy. The member 
for Nanango, at that time, Mr. A. J. Jones—afterwards 
a member of the Queensland Cabinet for many years 
and a Lord Mayor of Brisbane—performed the open-
ing ceremony on behalf of the then Premier, Sir 
Arthur Morgan. It was a wet day, but, in spite of 
that, the occasion was suitably celebrated by the whole 
population of the "town" and district. Mr. Hooper 
was the first station master and, as with other station 
masters along the line from Kilkivan, he deserves to 
be remembered for his part in district development. 
Constables George Loch (afterwards Inspector) and 
P. Cronin established the first police station in a side-
tracked railway truck, but in such a law abiding com-
munity, there was no need for a lock-up. 
With the coming of the railway, the timber in-
dustry soon attained its peak when it was estimated 
that nearly 100 teams were hauling logs from the 
surrounding scrubs, including Kingaroy, Mt. Wooroolin, 
Coolabunia, Malar and Kunioon. Following close on 
the heels of the timber men came a land hungry crowd 
from the more closely settled parts of Queensland and 
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from New South Wales and Victoria, but up to the time 
that farming developed to the production stage, it 
was the timber industry which kept Kingaroy going. 
John Darley of Nanango conducted the first 
auction of town allotments for Arthur Youngman, 
and, later in the same year, further allotments, on 
behalf of Dan Carroll. That year, Mr. Youngman pro-
vided gift sites for a post office, police paddock, for 
some churches and school of arts and so determined 
the location of the principal business section. 
As the township grew, the natural resources of 
the district were developed by an ever-increasing 
number of pioneer settlers who saw in the rich red soil 
of the jungle lands the foundation of a permanent 
prosperity. But the water problem—the lack of last-
ing surface supplies—became very serious, though Tom 
Cleary, with Elgin Porter's boring plant, proved the 
existence of underground supplies. With characteris-
tic generosity he made water available to his neigh-
bours. 
In 1906, the Crown resumed another large area 
of Taabinga—71^ square miles—and" cut it up into 
186 blocks. When opened for selection in 1907, every 
block was taken up. The first mention of Kumbia in 
Land Court files was in 1890, when A. Youngman ap-
plied for permission to ringbark 1,400 acres. 
The first subdivision of the 1906 Taabinga re-
sumption was of the Mannuem lands, a wide expanse 
of rich volcanic scrub soil, and light and black-soiled 
forest. In 1909, F. G, Palethorpe formed what was 
called the Horton Group, comprising 15 settlers, most-
ly from Toowoomba, to take up a piece of country on 
Mannuem Creek, "rhen foUowed the opening of the 
Kumbia Section. Kumbia Centre is one of the satel-
lite townships which soon came into being as the 
Kingaroy region of the Lower Burnett developed. The 
first sale of Kumbia allotments was in 1909. In 1911, 
the remainder of Taabinga was opened for selection 
and this gave a further impetus to the rapidly rising 
capital of the Lower Burnett. On 12th January 1912, 
Kingaroy, which had formerly been included in the 
Nanango Shire, was proclaimed a separate Shire with 
an area of 412 square miles. Tom O'NeiU, one of the 
big personalities of the Lower Burnett, a man of vision 
and extraordinary public spirit, became the first 
Chairman of its Council, and continued in that office 
until 1918, 
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An interesting land settlement experiment was 
tried out at Taabinga. Apart from being the first 
township in the Kingaroy District, the historical im-
portance of Taabinga Village rests on an experiment, 
probably unique in the land records of this country. 
It was a system which came to be known as Community 
Holdings. Under this system, a person selecting an 
agricultural block received with it a town allotment, on 
which he was entitled to build his home, and, in doing 
so, comply with the residential qualification attached 
to the agricultural block. The agricultural blocks— 
forty acres—were too small, however, as a living area 
and the experiment failed. This system was not com-
pulsory on settlers who were entitled to take up 160-
acre blocks, subject to the usual residential conditions, 
if they desired. 
The Lower Burnett was, and is, the land of the 
young man. Many of its pioneer farmers are still on 
deck, and in every branch of rural enterprise they have 
made their mark. Until the war broke out. South 
Burnett dairy herds and other livestock were repre-
sented in every important show ring. South Burnett 
butter has gained the highest awards in Australian and 
Empire competitions. South Burnett farm products 
are equal to any grown in Australia. In specialised 
crops—such as peanuts—and in general agricultural 
production, South Burnett farmers have established 
and maintain the highest standards of husbandry. 
Could there be better evidence of the efficiency of the 
farmers and the fertUity of their soil? The soils of 
th Lower Burnett range from the lighter loams to the 
deep rich red and cocoa-coloured volcanic deposits of 
its jungle country, and to the heavy black alluvia of 
its forest lands. Added to all this are a healthy climate 
and a wealth of scenic interest and beauty. The South 
Burnett has always been noted for the spirit of rural 
co-operation shewn by its primary producers and the 
soundness of their co-operative enterprises—evidence, 
surely, of good leadership in the progress we have re-
viewed and anyone familiar with the history of this 
rich province will, I am sure, agree with me that such 
a record constitutes an epic of pioneering settlement 
and achievement. 
